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Peoples and Cultures of Europe Week 8 

 

Midterm Exam 
 

and introduction to 

“Master Texts” and “Classics” 
 

and/or introduction to 

 Éire 
Ireland: The Emerald Isle, The Island of Saints and Scholars 

(time permitting) 

 

 

The big event of the week is the Midterm Exam, 
in class, on Tuesday, 28 February 2017. 

 

For the Midterm Exam there will be an on-line live chat for last-minute 

questions the exam. Join the  live chat via the Week 8 “Assignments and 

Activities” listing: 

 

 Live Chat -- Review for Midterm Exam, Monday, 27 

February 2017, from 7:00-8:00 
 

<https://ay15.moodle.umn.edu/mod/chat/view.php?id=584766> 

 

Details on the Midterm are available at 
<http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth3635/ceexams_midterm.html#exam01>. 

 

 
 

https://ay15.moodle.umn.edu/mod/chat/view.php?id=584766
https://ay15.moodle.umn.edu/mod/chat/view.php?id=584766
https://ay15.moodle.umn.edu/mod/chat/view.php?id=584766
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth3635/ceexams_midterm.html#exam01
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In a nutshell, the exam will consist of four questions drawn at random by  Moodle

from a pool of questions generated from the questions you have submitted to the wiki, 

plus a couple that I have added (also included in the wiki). Use the list of 

questions you generated in the Midterm wiki as study questions. And 

pay attention to my comments on the questions. You can find that in the Activities 

section of Week 6. . . . 

 

 Wiki: Contribute your question to the Midterm Exam  
 

<https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/wiki/view.php?id=772559> 

 

 

 

This is the week that the Christian world puts 

the meat away. . . . 
 

It’s carnem levāre time—otherwise known as Carnival time. (Carne-val comes from the 

Latin carnem levāre, "to put away meat".) And around the world Christians and non-

Christians pay homage to the god Dionysus (Bacchus in the Roman lands) in hell-raising 

and festive eating, before the forty-days of Lenten fasting begin.  
 

 

 
 

Lady in White 

Carnival of Venice 
 Italy 

 

https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/wiki/view.php?id=772559
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dionysus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lenten
http://www.mostly-landscapes.net/Gen.php?Page=Explorer&Target=Photos/Favourites/Pam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival_of_Venice
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1095/Italy.html#title
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. . . and on Shrove Tuesday, 

it's Pancake Day in Great Britain, Australia, Canada, and 

other English-speaking Countries 

 

 
 

 The Duchess of Cambridge Catherine "Kate" Middleton Flipping Pancakes 

 BBCAmerica 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pancake_day
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/occasions/pancake_day
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1095/Britain.html#food
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1095/Australia.html#food
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1095/Canada.html#food
http://www.bbcamerica.com/anglophenia/2011/03/royal-roundup-kate-flips-a-pancake-in-trip-to-northern-ireland
http://www.bbcamerica.com/
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Why are the Protestants Eating Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday? 

 
Pancake Day 

Wikipedia Ash Wednesday: 

Lenten Food Regulations begin for Roman Catholics and others  
 

   
 The Holy See 

(The Vatican) 
 

 

This is going to be a long “week”—two weeks long in fact. 

Week 9 begins after Spring Break. That should give you a chance to rest up—so you can focus when 

you return to business after the Vernal equinox.  

 

The whole world, it seems, celebrates St. Patrick’s Day on Friday, 17 March 2017, just in time for 

looking at Ireland in class. So, this week, time permitting, we’re off to Ireland for at 

least a brief introduction. Everyone loves Ireland, and the Irish love the world and everyone in 

it. We’ll start off with an orientation to Ireland, all of them. You will see that with Ireland you will 

test your skill at keeping the Units of Analysis straight. (Remember those from Weeks 1-2?) 

 

One of the great films of all time is Robert Flaherty’s Man of Aran. It’s a 

classic, from just this side of silent movie days. Man of Aran is also a “Master Text” for Ireland and 

for Anthropology of Europe as a whole. Man of Aran did almost all of those things “Master Texts” 

and “Classics” are supposed to do—including create lasting images that become the popular 

conceptions of a people, and it formulated the people as myth. 

 

We’ll have a look at Man of Aran, when we return after Spring Break, we’ll listen to what the Aran 

Island people have to say about “their” iconic film. Some of the very same people who “starred” in 

Man of Aran—will tell you what they think, in How the Myth Was Made. 
 

And before and after Man of Aran and How the Myth Was Made, we’ll take a walk around Inis 

Óirr (Inish Beag to John C. Messenger) and many other parts of the Emerald Isle. 

 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pancake_day
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/26/Pancakes_shrove_tuesday.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent#Fasting_and_abstinence
http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1095/Vatican.html#title
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fish,_chips_and_mushy_peas.jpg
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If you haven’t already done so, schedule some serious time 

blocks to work on your Project. And be sure to ask if you have 

any questions about your Promissory Abstract, your Working Bibliography, or even 

about your Proposal itself.  
 

One thing you should already have started to think about is how you 

might present your findings. Generally it is a good idea to pretty 

much finish your paper before you do too much work on your presentation, 

but, having said that, it is still a good idea to at least start thinking about 

what your presentation might be like.  
 

 

 

Take the Student Survey 
 

For this week our course developer, has prepared an on-line survey of the class. 

Please help us by filling it out honestly, and promptly. Your views are very 

important in the future development of this course. The survey is part of our main 

“Assignments and Activities” of the week . . .  

 

 Student Survey 
<https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/feedback/view.php?id=772586> 

 

 

Share your ideas with others. It’s always a good idea to share your ideas with others. You can 

discuss them on-line with the others in class. And you should do that. 
 

s2017 Student Collaboration Space 
for your own personal use 

 

 Wiki for Project Collaboration  

 
The above item will be found at the top of your Moodle folder under “Student Collaboration Space”. 

 

 

https://ay13.moodle.umn.edu/mod/feedback/view.php?id=227956
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/feedback/view.php?id=772586
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/wiki/view.php?id=772410
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Your Assignments and Activities listings are available 

in the Week 8 Block of your Moodle folder, 

including . . . 
 

 Readings for Week 8 

 

 Student Survey (as discussed above) 

 
 

Remember to check the results of the class Video Responses from earlier weeks when they close. 

You can find the results in the  Blocks where they first appeared. This week have a look Moodle

at . . . 

 

 Results--The Buried Mirror: “The Virgin and the Bull” s2017 

 

 Results--"Strange Relations" s2017 

 

 Results--Süleyman the Magnificent s2017 

 

 Results--Life Chances: Four Families in a Changing Cypriot Village s2017 

 

 Results--Kypseli I s2017 

 

If you have any questions, post them on the Moodle “QUICKMAIL”, "Messenger", or 

e-mail troufs@d.umn.edu, or stop in before or after class across the hall at Cina 215.  

 

Best Regards, 
 

Tim Roufs 
<http://www.d.umn.edu/~troufs/> 
 

https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=772580
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/feedback/view.php?id=772586
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=772553
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=772556
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/pluginfile.php/1369067/mod_resource/content/10/Results--S%C3%BCleyman%20the%20Magnificent%20s2017.pdf
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=772506
https://ay16.moodle.umn.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=772460
mailto:troufs@d.umn.edu
http://www.d.umn.edu/~troufs/

